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§  The first part of this conference covered tourism, 
communities, education and specialist groups 

§  Today and tomorrow the focus is on government, 
business, funders, young people, communicating with 
each other and with the wider world 



Historic England’s Role 
§  Historic England is in a position to cover both parts of 

this ambitious conference agenda, as a statutory adviser 
on all aspects of the historic environment 

§  However, this presentation will focus on two key areas: 
World Heritage Sites as flagships for communicating 
wider heritage values and communication with decision 
makers in the UK, with the World Heritage Committee 
and with its Advisory Bodies  



UK WHSs play a key role in 
communicating wider heritage values 

§  WHSs are flagships of our heritage 
§  WHSs do not represent all our heritage, but they 

do represent a lot of it 
§  UK WHSs include natural sites, cities, 

monuments, stately homes, archaeology, 
industrial archaeology (right here!), castles, 
cathedrals, cultural landscapes and more 



                          Jurassic Coast 

•  185m years of geological history 
•  155km of coastline 
•  Innovative communication of  values 
•  Jurassic Coast Trust 

 



Blaenavon – “the world’s major producer of 
coal and steel in the 19th century” 

•  Britain as the birthplace of the industrial 
revolution 

•  UK industrial WHSs as beacons for UK industrial 
archaeology and history  

 



Cultural Landscapes: Grasmere and 
Wordsworth 

•  Challenges of sustaining a landscape with 16m 
visitors a year 

•  Great opportunity for communicating heritage 
values 



Heart of Neolithic Orkney – Stones of   
Stenness 

•  New dating evidence changing our ideas of 
British prehistory 

•  So much to communicate! 



Communication with the World 
Heritage Committee and its Advisory 

Bodies 
§  UK Government aspiration “to set a global 

standard in the stewardship of World Heritage 
Sites” (The Culture White Paper, 2016) 

§  What does a global standard look like and how 
might we achieve it? 



Constructive Conservation and the 
World Heritage Convention 

§  The home countries of the UK have all embraced the 
concept of allowing and, where appropriate, encouraging 
change which retains heritage assets’ significance 

§  The more significant the asset the greater is the weight 
placed on its protection 

§  In England the National Planning Policy Framework 
makes it clear that substantial harm to WHSs should be 
“wholly exceptional” 



Constructive Conservation and the 
World Heritage Convention 

§  The NPPF also says that harm can, in certain 
circumstances, be offset by public benefit  

§  The current approach of the World Heritage Committee 
and Advisory Bodies is that protection of OUV should be 
absolute. If harm to OUV cannot be avoided then the 
change proposed should not be allowed 

§  Avoiding harm altogether, especially in urban WHSs, is 
challenging and in some cases counter-productive 



Liverpool Waters 



Stonehenge A303 



Communicating amongst ourselves eg with the 
Department for Communities and Local 

Government: Westminster 



Communication with the World Heritage 
Committee and its Advisory Bodies 

§  To reach a “global standard” can we improve our relationship 
with the Committee, the World Heritage Centre and Advisory 
Bodies and explore issues such as the relationship between 
constructive conservation and the Convention? 

§  Should we look at our relationship with decision makers, 
whether in local or national governments, here in the UK? 

§  Can local communities, with an often diverse range of views, 
become more fully engaged in the UK planning process? 

§  Historic England is willing to play its part in addressing all of 
these questions 


