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The UK National Commission 

provides expert 
policy advice to 
UK government and 

to UNESCO 

helps UK organisations 
and experts become 
affiliated to UNESCO 

is the hub for the 
UK’s UNESCO 

community 
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The UK is home to over 

160 UNESCO sites 
and projects 
as well as a dynamic network of  
experts  working in UNESCO’s fields 
of competency 



@UNESCOUK 
 

The Expert Network 
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UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
Lake District 
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UNESCO Biosphere Reserves 
Brighton and Lewes  Downs 
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UNESCO Global Geoparks 
North Pennines 
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World Heritage 
Convention 

Man and Biosphere  
Reserves 

Geoparks  Programme 

Year established 1972 1971 2015 

Main objectives Identification and 
conservation of cultural 
and natural sites of 
Outstanding Universal 
Value 

Biodiversity conservation 
and sustainable 
development based on 
local community efforts 
and sound science 

Protection of geological 
sites of international 
significance and the 
sustainable economic 
development of local 
communities 

Number of global sites 1073 in 165 countries 
•  832 cultural 
•  206 natural 
•  35 mixed 

669 Biosphere Reserves 
in 120 countries 

127 in 35 countries 

Number of UK sites 31  
•  26 Cultural 
•  4 Natural 
•  1Mixed  

6 7 

MIDAs  0 0 0 
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Branding  
“brand protection and communication 
guidelines for each of the designations 
are rather well established” 
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A unified message?     
A unified UNESCO message, 
to display at the entrances 
of sites to: 

– Inform the public 
– Target local and foreign 

visitors  
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A unified message     
•  Easy to use 
•  Understandable 

•  Inspirational  
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Cultural  

Studley Park  
Cultural UNESCO World Heritage Site  
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Natural  Gough and Inaccessible Islands 
Natural UNESCO World Heritage Site  
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Or both  St Kilda  
Mixed UNESCO World Heritage Site  
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Tangible  
UNESCO	Convention	 UK	Ratified?	
1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property 
in the Event of  Armed Conflict  

1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing 
the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural 
Property  
1972 World Heritage Convention  

2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural 
Heritage 
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Intangible  
UNESCO	Convention	 UK	Ratified?	
2003  Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 

2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the 
Diversity of Cultural Expressions 
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UNESCO	Recommendations	

2011 Recommendation on Museums and 
Collections 
2015 Recommendation on the Historic Urban 
Landscape  
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Contributes	to	peace	and	
security	through	international	
collaboration	in	education,		
sciences,	culture,	
communication	and	information	

UNESCO:		

“Since	wars	begin	in	the	minds	of	
men,	it	is	in	the	minds	of	men	that	
the	defences	of	peace	must	be	
constructed”	UNESCO	1945		
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Creative Cities  UNESCO Creative Cities Network 
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UNESCO Creative Cities   
•  strengthen international cooperation between 

cities recognising creativity as a strategic factor 
of their sustainable development  

•  make creativity an essential component of 
urban development 

•  strengthen cultural activities, goods and services 
•  improve access to and participation in cultural 

life as well as the enjoyment of cultural goods 
•  fully integrate culture and creativity into local 

development strategies and plans  
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UNESCO 
Memory of 
the World 
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UNESCO Memory of the World 
•  To facilitate preservation, by the most 

appropriate techniques, of the world's 
documentary heritage. 

•  To assist universal access to 
documentary heritage. 

•  To increase awareness worldwide of the 
existence and significance of 
documentary heritage. 
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Strategic Objective  7: 
Protecting, promoting and 
transmitting heritage    
Expected Result 1: Tangible heritage 
identified, protected, monitored 
and sustainably managed by 
Member States, in particular 
through the effective 
implementation of the 1972 
convention  
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Special Emphasis  

  •  Africa 
•  Gender equality 
•  Least Developed Countries 
•  Small Island Developing States 
•  Youth  
•  The most vulnerable segments of 

society, including indigenous 
peoples 
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Support Member States in their efforts 
to implement the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and 
specifically promote culture-engaged 
sustainable development 
Expected Result 8: Culture integrated 
into policies and measures at the 
national and local level by Member 
States for their effective implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda 

Cross-Cutting Objective 
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Make cities inclusive, 
safe, resilient and 
sustainable  

Target 11.4 Strengthen efforts 
to protect and safeguard the 
world’s cultural and natural 
heritage  
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ER 1: Tangible heritage 
identified, protected, 
monitored and sustainably 
managed by Member States, 
in particular through the 
effective implementation of 
the 1972 Convention  
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Measuring Impact 

•  Strengthened frameworks for more effective monitoring 
•  Better assessment of impacts 

•  Articulation of results with SDGs 

•  Integrate UNESCO’s work with that of strategic partners 
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How do we make links 
with… 
 •  Biospheres and Geoparks 

•  Other Culture Conventions 

•  Creative Cities and Memory 
of the World 
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•  The Sustainable 
Development Goals 

•  Approaches to Measuring 
Impact 

How do we engage with… 
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To end… 
'Culture as an important 
enabler of sustainable 
economic and social 
development, a source of 
knowledge and resilience 
and a vector for dialogue 
and cooperation’ (Source: 
UNESCO Culture Programme 
2017) 


