
 

Annual General Meeting 
7th December 2020 

Candidates for Election or Re-election to the Board of Trustees 

 

Personal Statements:  The following persons seek re-election to the Board of Trustees: 

 

David Holroyd  

Proposer: Steve Ratcliffe 

CV SUMMARY 

Currently 

• Trustee of WHUK since 2017, lead trustee for the National Lottery Funded Resilience Project 
which is reviewing the current organisation and producing a business plan to enable WHUK to 
address its current and future challenges and expectations. 

• Trustee of London Heritage Buildings Trust – Chair of the Finance and Risk Committee  
 

Previously 

• Chartered Surveyor with a Masters in Business Administration 

• Background of over forty years in estate and facilities management. Head of Estates at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Kew for twelve years with responsibilities including Kew’s World 
Heritage site status, and its 43 listed buildings including 5 grade one.  Oversaw a number of 
new build project and major refurbishments, including the National Lottery funded Marianne 
North Gallery and the Temperate House, the largest Victorian Glasshouse in the world. Was 
also involved in a number of large-scale responses and appeals against inappropriate 
developments and planning proposals which impacted on the setting of the site and it OUVs.  

• Prior to Kew worked for E C Harris on the management and rationalisation of the Crown and 
Magistrates Court estate for London and the South East of England. 

 

ADDITIONAL RATIONALE FOR RE-ELECTION 

I retired in 2018 and have been using my extensive experience and knowledge in a voluntary capacity in the 

promotion of UK’s heritage and the environment. This includes my work with WHUK and LHBT and also my 

role as Membership secretary of Teffont Fishing Club where I have stimulated a change to “wilding” the river 

and are building relationships with many local and National organisations eg Environment Agency, Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust, Wild Trout Trust and local Natural History and conservation groups. 



 

I have a passion for WHUK, but my focus is to ensure the Resilience Project delivers a robust structure and 

business plan to address the unprecedented cultural and economic challenges for the next few years. WHUK 

needs to position itself as a consistent, influential independent voice promoting the benefits and obligations 

across its England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland jurisdictions. 

It must reach out to our International World Heritage colleagues to promote collaboration and sharing.  

The future organisation should shape the current and future thinking of legislators and funders in the cultural 

and heritage sectors, ensuring that the relevance to economic growth and social value of the UK World 

Heritage sites is fully understood and supported.   

WHUK also needs to effectively promote the continued professional development of its members and foster 

the sharing of knowledge and best practice. I see that this needs to embrace virtual and web-based forums as 

well as building on its excellent record of in person events. It has a key role in fostering collaboration between 

sites and regulators to ensure the OUVs of the sites are not eroded.  

I feel I am only halfway to delivering something substantial and there is much still to do. I think the WHUK 

board is a great team and I trust you will re-elect me so that I can continue to bring my extensive heritage and 

business knowledge and experience to board for another three years. 

 

Jane Gibson 

Proposer: Gill Clarke 

I am Jane Gibson, World Heritage Site Coordinator for Durham Castle & Cathedral WHS. After training as an 
Archaeologist, I spent the first twenty years of my career working in the field of Collections Management in 
the National Museums sector, based in London. After returning to the North East of England in 1999, I was 
Head of Historic Operations at Beamish Open Air Museum and later worked on developing and managing 
partnership heritage projects across the region. In 2014 I became WHS Coordinator for Durham Castle and 
Cathedral WHS, supporting the partnership group of stakeholders tasked with the care and management of 
this living City WHS.  

I became a trustee of WH:UK in 2015 as the organisation was transitioning from LAWF to WH:UK. Throughout 
my time as a trustee, I have endeavoured to bring my experience of front-line, current working, supporting 
and managing a partnership group of WHS stakeholders in the management of a WHS. This is a model I feel 
may resonate with many of the Sites across the UK and I hope that my experience and advocacy can help 
WHUK to represent its members more effectively through my representation.  

Throughout my career, I have also prepared and submitted successful bids for project funding to the various 
Lottery Funds and other grant-making bodies. I have also brought this experience to WH:UK and most recently 
supported the development of their successful bid to the NHLF Resilience Fund. I am also Chair of the 
Resilience project-funded Communications and Engagement Group, developing WHUK’s Communications 
Strategy for the future.  

I have also been a trustee on the boards of several cultural organisations in the North East of England and am 
currently Chair of Trustees for The Hearth, Horsley, an arts and cultural centre in the Tyne Valley.  

I have greatly enjoyed working on the Board of WH:UK and hope that I can continue to represent the interests 
of a key sector of their membership, ensuring that WHU:UK continues to be closely connected to and 
supportive of its members.  



 

 

Sam Rose 

Proposer: Tony Crouch 

For those of you who don’t know me, I am a geographer who had the good fortune to stumble into the world 

of World Heritage.  Between 2004 and 2019, I had the privilege of leading the Jurassic Coast WHS, including 

moving the management function to the Jurassic Coast Trust in 2017.  During this period I also served on the 

UK’s Tentative List Technical Evaluation panel, UNESCO’s committee for the integration of Sustainable 

Development into the Convention, and was instrumental in setting up World Heritage UK.  Since June 2019, I 

am a part-time student and consultant, and amongst others, I am working with the Flow Country WHS Bid 

team to help their nomination. 

Since 2013, where World Heritage UK started to take shape in an anonymous office block in Telford, it has 

been my huge pleasure to see the organisation develop and grow; and then my privilege to be voted as its 

founding Chair of Trustees.   World Heritage UK has always been a collegiate effort – a strong collaboration 

uniting our small community – and I believe that it has been this approach, along with the dedication and 

professionalism of the Trustees and staff, that has enabled us to punch above our weight.  Collaboration is 

fundamental to how I work, but I also never forget that in fact we work for you, our members, ensuring that 

your views are always taken into account. 

I believe in the power of the World Heritage Convention to link people together, to make the world a more 

joined-up place, and to help individual communities grow around a common cause.   I have nurtured and seen 

this effect along the Jurassic Coast, and have experienced it in other places.  As you all know, World Heritage is 

not just a pretty badge, it is hard-won, and in some cases, hard-fought to maintain status and resist damage.   I 

think we can do more to celebrate and shout about its role and share our examples with others in the global 

family.  

In terms of the future, it is a very uncertain time for many of us.  The pandemic has affected all Sites, but my 

initiative to start the online coordinators forums has, I believe, held us together better than we might have 

otherwise, and this joined-up approach means we are being listened to.  As we look to continue to be relevant  

to recovery, I want to see WH:UK grow within its skin, not outside of it.  I want to see an increase in 

collaboration between Sites, and with sectoral partners.  I want us to continue to  hold government to account 

to UNESCO, and get the support from the States Party for our role in delivering its obligations to the 

Convention. I want to see a continued push for primary legislation for World Heritage in the UK, and also to 

explore further the idea of a World Heritage Fund.  But alongside this I would like to see our community 

continue to grow in number and grow together more, at a time when it is needed more than ever. 

 

Thank you.  


